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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of applicant's notice of appeal filed on September 29, 2006, prosecution 
of this case has been reopened. The after final amendment filed on July 31 , 2006 has 
been entered and the claims submitted with that amendment are considered in this 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 100-1 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 100-1 16 recite the limitation "the graphics 
edge" in line 1 of each claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this titje, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 72-91 and 93-132 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sekiguchi et al. (US 5,537,312) alone. 

Regarding the independent claims (72, 77,79, 93, 94, 99, 117, 1 18, 120, 121, 
125. 126, 127, and 132), Sekiguchi discloses an electronic rack labeling system that 
includes information displayed on a label (91, 92, 95, Figs. 9 and 10) for identifying at 
least one product for display on a shelf (coL 2 line 35+, col. 8 line 6+) and one or more 
space indicators (91 , 92, dashed lines, Fig. 9) for the product that indicates an area of 
the shelf for arranging the product (col. 1 line 50+, col. 2 line 48+, col. 5 line 22+), 
wherein the label is a predetermined length that is coextensive with the horizontal 
dimension of the shelf area for arranging the product (col. 2 line 25+, col. 5 line 1+), the 
length of the label potentially being the entire extent of the shelf area horizontal 
dimension (depending on the amount of information displayed, see col. 5 lines 25-30). 
The label information could include a variety of product attributes, such as price, name, 
sale information, color, advertising, promotions, etc. (col. 2 line 35, col. 5 line 53, col. 8 
line 29+). The system includes a database (14) with planogram information (plan table, 
see Fig. 3) for arranging the products on the shelves and a label editor for constructing 
labels (col. 4 line 10+). The system includes a means for locating and auditing products 
wherein product information can be inputted and a list of product locations can be 
generated (col. 7 line 15+). The labels can include machine-readable code, which can 
be read by hand-held devices (col. 4 line 1+, well-known). 

The system of Sekiguchi differs from the claimed invention in that the labels are 
not shown to be printed labels. However, printed labels are well-known (col. 1 line 15+), 
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and the manner in which label information is displayed (printed, electronic image, etc.) 
would be a matter of design choice. Furthermore, given the features of the system 
disclosed in the rejection above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made that the system could be manifested in a 
variety of different embodiments, such as a display shelf, a computer program, or 
methods for creating labels, stocking shelves, reducing labor, or locating products. The 
particular manner in which the invention is embodied would be a matter of design 
choice. 

Regarding the dependent claims, the label can include machine-readable code 
with various product information (price, color, display location, col. 4 line 45+. see Fig. 
2), the information can be accessed from a database (14, Fig. 1). the information 
pertains to a plurality of products and an indicator is included for each product (see Fig. 
9), the system includes a label library and graphical user interface, and the system 
operates on a computer network. Features such as label printing order and other 
printing deails, establishment selection, establishment subdivision and floorplans, shelf 
coverings, data allocation, database and library content, and location descriptions would 
be matters of design choice. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R. Buchanan whose telephone number is 
571-272-8134. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00am - 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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